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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Communities 4 Families
Meeting Minutes

September 20, 2017
Present: Erin Anderson, Deborah Clark, Monica Dinney, Rhonda Elias-Penner, Genny Funk-Unrau, Alana Garcia, Allie Karasiuk, Lea Neufeld La Rue, Rita Racano, Irene Sheldon, Anne Sikora, Jess Smith, Cheryl Starr, Karen Ste. Marie
Regrets: Catherine Cook
Staff Present: Ingrid Peters Derry, Kelly Speak
Chair:  Alana Garcia, Lea Neufeld La Rue
Recorder: Ingrid Peters Derry

1. Welcome and Introductions.  Alana Garcia reported that she is no longer at Mosaic.  This change happened after the decision to co-chair, so she will continue with the coalition this year if possible.  
2. Presentations: 
· EDI – Some of our communities are doing well and others are not.  Numeracy and literacy seem to be common issues for concern.   The PowerPoint presentation can be accessed with this link.  More detailed neighbourhood information can be viewed here (thanks to Catherine and Tara for tracking down this information for us).  
3. Consent Agenda

· Approval of Agenda

· Approval of Minutes of May 17, 2017
Motion:  Deborah Clark moved the approval of the Consent Agenda.  Rhonda Elias-Penner seconded the motion.  Approved.  
4. Business Arising from Minutes Business Arising from Minutes 

· Using Dreams & Realities findings – The Executive Committee recommends that the next step to look at these findings should be the creation of an ad hoc committee.  Karen Ste. Marie, Rita Racano, Deborah Clark, Rhonda Elias Penner will sit on this committee.  
5. New Business
· Calendar of upcoming events – A calendar of events until the end of December will be circulated with the minutes.  
· Family Week – Oct. 2-6 is Family Week.  To celebrate the week and promote our new Book 4 Babies, Time to Play! we would like to help agencies put together a short workshop (about 2 hours long) for parents to make a Book Bag including Time to Play! and a number of related games and activities.  


We’re looking for 4 downtown groups to do this with us during Family Week, or just sometime in October (and we’ll consider it Family Month!) 


We can supply all the materials needed (for up to 20 Book Bags) to help parents build their own bag of activities.  We can also help plan how to run the workshop and provide a little money for snacks if desired.  

Even if you are not one of the selected 4 groups, you can still use our ideas.  Here is a link to the templates you can use.  The Time to Play! books are free from us anytime.  Just let me know if you’d like some.

Contact Ingrid if you would like more information.
· Committee needs – All of the committees (Literacy, Resources, and Communications) could use members.  Jess Smith is interested in joining the Literacy Committee.  Committees need to meet soon and choose a chair for the year.   
· Revised Budget – Deferred revenue reflects unused Healthy Child money (about $8000) as well as income from sale of books and training registrations.  There are some changes in the Grant line – a couple of outstanding grants raises the amount.  Literacy and Resources committee – their lines are decreased a bit to allow more money for Family Week activities. This shows as surplus as we claim the money we anticipate raising.  It gives us a bit of a cushion in case we want to do something with the Dreams and Realities work.  
Motion:  Genny Funk-Unrau moved that we accept this revised budget as our working budget.  Rita Racano seconded the motion.  Approved.  
· Financial statement – salary line will be lower since Kelly is working 16 hours instead of 20.  
Motion:  Genny Funk-Unrau moved that the financial statement be accepted as presented.  Deborah Clark seconded the motion.  Approved.   
6. Committee Updates

· Executive – Committee chairs were reminded that their committees should meet soon and elect a chair. We would like to hold a Strategic Planning meeting in December, hoping to have Health in Common work with us on evaluations and outcomes.  Ingrid will send possibilities for dates after discussing with them.
· Literacy – Committee hasn’t met yet but will need to start planning Family Literacy day soon.   

· B4B Ad hoc committee has completed its task
· Resource – hasn’t met yet, but will need a new chair.  The next WGM training is on Oct. 20.  7 WGM programs are running or will be running soon.  3 ran during the summer.  Bookmates Skinned Knees training – Oct. 5.   
· Communications – we will highlight Family Week for the upcoming newsletter. Parenting programs and WGM programs will also be included. Short articles relevant to parents are welcome within the next few days.  
7. Announcements and/or Emerging Issues
· IRCOM 

· Positive Discipline program will begin in October
· Had a speaker giving the basics about autism – behaviour analysist from St. Amant.  Irene would recommend him.

· WRHA – healthy baby site is now at Isaac Brock and WCWRC alternately.  Anne Sikora will send a poster when everything is finalized.   

· Thrive 
· flu clinic is scheduled for Oct. 25, 
· other programs - fathers program, Positive Discipline, Handle with Care 
· Pre-post natal – Thrive is a partner with Vitamin Angels and they have boxes of vitamins still available that need to be used soon.  They also are doing baby boxes and layettes for newborns.  
· Mental health awareness – a men’s health network is starting. 
· Fashion show fundraiser – Oct. 14 at 2:00 pm at Soul Sanctuary, 2050 Chevrier Blvd
· Day Care has 2 respite spots, email Jess pfssdaycare@gmail.com .  Ages 2-5.  6 Parenting Information sessions for parents are being planned – each 1 hour long.  Others from the community are also welcome.   

· Frontier College – looking for volunteer tutors (training will happen Sept. 30).  They also run a homework club at Millennium library.
· Apartment at West End Commons available – regular rent.

· MB Housing – is currently going through huge changes.  
· ACE cultural workshops – blanket exercise facilitation Oct. 27 (evening) and Oct. 28 (all day).  Looking for workshops for conference. 

· Klinic has condoms. 
8. Next Meeting: 
Wednesday, October 18, 2017 at 1:30 p.m.  
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