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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Communities 4 Families
Meeting Minutes

May 17, 2017
Present: Deborah Clark, Rhonda Elias-Penner, Alana Garcia, Lea Neufeld La Rue, Rita Racano, Cheryl Starr, Erin Anderson, Michelle Johnson, Karen Ste. Marie, Dorin, Jess Smith
Regrets: Monica Dinney, Genny Funk-Unrau, Allison Groening
Staff Present: Ingrid Peters Derry
Chair:  Michelle Johnson
Recorder: Ingrid Peters Derry

1. Welcome and Introductions
2. Presentations: 
· Lea - Newcomer Education Cradle to Careers: Taking Action!  Lea went to this “roundtable” on behalf of the Coalition.  Child care was the biggest issue that came up - childcare facilities don’t really have the capacity to support newcomer families.  Healthy Child was collecting information to take back to government to develop a plan.  
· Deborah, Ingrid - Council of Coalitions meetings.  2014-15 EDI reports are not yet available.  HC money is still expected.  There have been some funding guideline changes.  We should not be the sole funder for programs, so we should ask agencies to include in-kind contributions.  The next meeting of Council of Coalitions is at the end of September.    
3. Consent Agenda

· Approval of Agenda

· Approval of Minutes of April 12, 2017
Motion:  Deborah Clark moved the approval of the Consent Agenda.  Lea Neufeld La Rue seconded the motion.  Approved.  
4. Business Arising from Minutes Business Arising from Minutes 

· AGM – Cindy Klassen has been confirmed as location.  Instead of lunch, we will have fruit trays (more strawberries, less melons), cookies and cheese.  
· Executive Committee members – The following positions were acclaimed.
· Co-chairs:  Alana Garcia and Lea Neufeld La Rue
· Members at large: Erin Anderson and Rhonda Elias-Penner
· Terms of Reference changes – The following change is proposed for page 3  
Participation by Electronic Means at Members’ Meetings (page 3)
If the Coalition chooses to make available a telephonic, electronic or other communication facility that permits all participants to communicate adequately with each other during a meeting of members, any person entitled to attend such meeting may participate in the meeting by means of such telephonic, electronic or other communication facility in the manner provided by the Act.  A person participating in a meeting by such means is deemed to be present at the meeting.  

Also add on page 5 under Chairperson:  Two persons can act as co-chairs.
Deborah Clark moved that we accept the above changes.  Cheryl Starr seconded.  Approved.  

· Using Dreams & Realities findings – We discussed the findings and brainstormed about possible responses:  
· Bursaries for Professional Development

· Recognizing signs of trauma in young children
· Training/information around parenting support for child care centres
· Info – parenting expectations in Canada
· Resource list of tools for parents and child care providers
· Toxic trauma/toxic stress
· Healing spaces
· Funding and information re LGBTQQIAAP community
· Connecting resources that already exist
· Connections with religious organizations - outreach to religious organizations including parent programs
5. New Business
· The Spring newsletter is now available
6. Announcements and/or Emerging Issues
· Grand Opening of the second IRCOM site – 215 Isabel.  June 5 - noon to 3.  
· Mosaic does workshops on parenting, safety, etc. in Canada – mini workshops for families.  They can do them for agencies as needed.

· West End Commons has space, and can also do fee waivers.  

· Frontier College can provide Reading Tents event for events - free literacy activities.  

· Thrive – June 3 thrift shop sidewalk sale and BBQ.  June 30 Summer Kick Off at Sr. Mac.  1:00 pm in the playground.  Thrive hosts free events and activities all summer – in Centre or community. Food and transportation provided as needed.

· Blanket Exercise May 26, 27 – facilitator training.  Recommend 2 people from each organization take it.  This is specific to MB.  $100 for non-members.  $75 for members.  

· Deborah Clark has created a nonprofit teaching food security and cooking. 
· Thrive AGM - June 27 at 3 at freight house #1.   Day care is fund raising and is seeking like raffle items.  
7. Cheryl Starr moved the we adjourn

8. Next Meeting: 
Annual General Meeting

Wednesday, June 21, 2017 at 1:30 p.m.  

Cindy Klassen Recreation Complex – 999 Sargent Ave.
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