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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Communities 4 Families
Meeting Minutes

February 15, 2017
Present: Erin Anderson, Molly Dunbar, Rhonda Elias-Penner, Alana Garcia, Michelle Johnson, Lea Neufeld La Rue, Debbie Nikiel, Valeria Santermer, Jess Smith, Cheryl Starr, Karen Ste. Marie
Regrets: Deborah Clark, Monica Dinney, Genny Funk-Unrau, Allison Groening, Rita Racano, Anne Sikora, Lidan Xu
Staff Present: Ingrid Peters Derry, Becky Thiessen
Chair:  Michelle Johnson
Recorder: Ingrid Peters Derry

1. Welcome and Introductions
2. Consent Agenda

· Approval of Agenda

· Approval of Minutes of January 18, 2017.   
Motion: Cheryl Starr moved the approval of the Consent Agenda. Debbie Nikiel seconded the motion.  Approved.  
3. Business Arising from Minutes Business Arising from Minutes 

· Strat planning review – our Strategic Plan document is almost finalized.  Each of the Committees reflected have responded with their edits.  The Executive response is not yet reflected.  
· Budget updates – 2017-18 budget will be considered in March.  We are still looking for grant proposals, especially for fathering programs. Ingrid will send out the grant application again.  Deadline for applications – Feb. 28.
4. New Business
· PD with Lisa Murdock update – This full day workshop is happening on March 7 at Thunderbird House and includes lunch.  Frontier College is also doing a national forum about poverty and literacy.  This would be a nice partnership and introduction to their forum.  
5. Committee Updates and Fall Plans

· Executive – continues to discuss last year’s and upcoming year’s budget, and developing strategies for a good use of any surplus moneys.  Possibilities of looking at evaluation and the impact of our programs.  
· Literacy – family literacy event happened on Jan. 26 and was well attended.  The Minister joined us.  
· Books 4 Babies Ad Hoc Committee – we will be doing one more photo shoot with a couple of families.  Consideration – that we do a workshop for how to use the new book, and how to provide translation for groups wanting to use it with various cultural groups.  
· Resources – met to discuss upcoming workshop and WGM programs.  Plans for the coming year will consider Becky’s work in providing an environmental scan.
· Communication – plan to continue providing newsletters and website development.
6. Correspondence 
· Email from Catherine regarding a cross cultural awareness training course for service providers who work with war-affected newcomers  – yes, there is interest in this workshop
· Email from Catherine regarding the involvement of day cares with coalitions.  We noted that we would like more, but there has always been limited involvement.  
7. Announcements and/or Emerging Issues
· PFSS (now Thrive Community Support Circle) – name change/logo in the works. WHAM program just started – men’s programming.  Experiential support group on Friday afternoons.  The male counselor is also there on Tuesdays for crisis support.   They are now connected with Vitamin Angels – free multi vitamins for pre and post-natal women.  
· West Central Women’s Resource Centre – holding some of their programs at West End Commons.  Also a program with SERC about sexuality.  Conversation circles on Saturdays.  Need to book appointments while they are at JHS.  Hoping to be back in their own space by the end of March.  

· IRCOM – claimants coming over the border is putting pressure on the system, but not necessarily on IRCOM.
· HIPPY – handouts from Mosaic.  Winter programs (newsletter can be found here http://www.mosaicnet.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Winter-2017-2.pdf ).  There are currently openings for PDEP home visiting program.  WGM on Thursday evenings at Rec Plex.  2 new home visitors  have been hired for HIPPY.  
· C4F Research – Becky is approaching over 100 downtown organizations.   
· Frontier College – a couple of volunteers for downtown are looking for volunteer opportunities during daytime hours (reading with a group of families, any literacy projects, etc.)  Contact Karen Ste. Marie.  
· Healthy Start – moved from Mt Carmel Clinic to Turtle Island.  Posters have changed.  
· Greenway – various programs:  WGM, Yoga Kids on Thursday evenings, after school programs, pow wow club, etc. 
· Fit Kids – looking for places for staff to provide mentorship over the summer.  Michelle will be doing a workshop - Parent training with tots.  Free of charge.   
8. Next C4F Meeting: 
Wednesday, March 15, 2017 at 1:30 p.m.  
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