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Members of Communities 4 Families
2004-2005
Judy Baker



Manitoba Education & Training

Judy Barg 



Winnipeg Regional Health Authority

Tracey Busby 


Community Member

Cathy Campbell
St. Matthews Anglican Church

Carole Clarke 
Pregnancy & Family Support Services, Inc.

Shereen Denetto


Sexuality Education Resource Centre 
Elizabeth Denny 


Manitoba Metis Federation

Martha Elliott


The Family Centre of Winnipeg 

Hubert Fenton-Smedts

Kid Gloves Day Care Inc

Sherry Funk


Literacy Works





Rosemarie Gjerek

Klinic Community Health Centre

Ellen Kelley 


Manitoba Culture, Heritage & Tourism

Frank Liebzeit 


West End Development Corporation

Laurie Marcella


Healthy Start for Mom & Me

Barbara Martin 


Klinic Community Health Centre

Terrie Moar


Bookmates
Leslie Nutbean


St. Matthews Kids Korner
Terra Orlikow 


Healthy Child Manitoba
Gay Pagan 
Manitoba Government Employees’ Union

Holly Puckall 


The Family Centre of Winnipeg

Sheelagh Smith 


Health Action Centre

Rozelle Srichandra

Winnipeg Regional Health Authority

Sharon Taylor 


Wolseley Family Place

Carol Tolchinsky 


YMCA-YWCA of Winnipeg

Maria Isabel Toro-Vidal
The NEEDS Centre
Kathy Wilson


Greenway School

Kim Witges



Winnipeg Regional Health Authority

Committee Members

2004-2005
Chairperson – Hubert Fenton-Smedts
Banker – Rosemarie Gjerek

Executive Committee:  Judy Baker, Judy Barg, Hubert Fenton-Smedts, Rosemary Gjerek, Ellen Kelley
Research Committee:  Judy Baker, Judy Barg, Hubert Fenton-Smedts, Rosemary Gjerek, Ellen Kelley

Healthy Lifestyles Committee: Ellen Kelley, Judy Barg, Laurie Marcella, Barbara Martin,  Sheelagh Smith

Grants Committee:  Hubert Fenton-Smedts, Judy Barg, Carole Clarke, Frank Liebzeit, Sheelagh Smith

Public Forum Committee: Rosemarie Gjerek, Frank Liebzeit, Elizabeth Denny, Carol Tolchinsky, Shereen Denetto

Literacy Committee: Judy Baker, Tracey Busby, Carole Clarke, Cathy Campbell, Elizabeth Denny, Rita Emerson, Sherry Funk, Michelle Lavallee, Leslie Nutbean
Council of Coalition Representative:  Sharon Taylor

EDI Representative:  Hubert Fenton-Smedts

Evaluation Representative:  Judy Baker

Staff:  Coordinators - Genny Funk-Unrau, Ingrid Peters Derry

           Wiggle, Giggle, and Munch – Shirley Haynes, Jennifer Bogoch
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Report from the Chairperson
2004 - 2005
I remember, just about a year ago, accepting the position of Chairperson with some reluctance. I was worried about the amount of work involved, my ability to navigate the political and personal issues which might arise, and my strong feelings for Child Care and the Centennial community warping my objectivity in matters pertaining to the whole coalition. Well, guess what - I was right to be reluctant. There has been a lot of work - mostly an endless stream of e-mails which need to be read and a couple of meetings every month; there have been some political and personal issues - but I have managed to dance lightly on other people's toes and both child care and the Centennial community have often fought for precedence but I have for the most part remained focused on the larger issues. Yes I was right about the challenges of being the Chair but I did not, at the time, realize the rewards. I do now. I see how we all work together, many of us outside our normal jobs, to make the community a better, healthier, happier place. I see how we rise above our local, parochial concerns to deal with issues, which affect not only the community, but also at times the city and even the province. I see how bringing so many different perspectives together lead to innovative thinking, interesting discussions and unique ideas.

I do not now regret accepting the position of chair and actually look forward to another year of working with all the members of the Coalition.  I would like to thank all the members of the Coalition for working with me this year and putting up with my authoritarian style and putting me in my place when I needed it! I would also like to thank Ingrid Peters Derry and Genny Funk-Unrau, our coordinators, who really make me look good by keeping all the paper work going in the right direction and reminding me of the 101 things I have to do before the next meeting.










Respectfully submitted,









Hubert Fenton-Smedts










Chairperson
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Executive Committee   Report
2004 – 2005
The Executive Committee (formerly the Management Committee) now meets monthly to manage all the issues which come before it, and to coordinate the activities of the various Committees and the larger Coalition. This monthly meeting of staff and Committee chairs provides an opportunity for each Committee member to get a fuller picture of what the other Committees are doing and how the committees can best work together. 

This year the committee has worked on the Terms of Reference, budgeting and financial activities, legal issues, which have arisen, the AGM and generally helped each Committee work as efficiently as possible.

As the chairperson for the Executive Committee I had the honour of working with a dedicated group of people who gave unstintingly of their time and energy. I would like to thank the committee members, Judy Baker, Rosemarie Gjerek, Ellen Kelley, Judy Barg and I would also like to thank Ingrid Peters Derry and Genny Funk-Unrau, our coordinators, who kept the committee on the straight and narrow and turn our ideas in to concrete action.










Respectfully submitted,









Hubert Fenton-Smedts










Chairperson
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Research Committee   Report

2004 – 2005

The Research Committee (made up of the Executive) made very little progress this year. We continue to search for an organization with which we can partner and piggyback our research needs into a larger research project. To date we have been unsuccessful in finding a project, which will meet our needs. The Committee remains committed to the need for appropriate, useful data and continues to collect this data through the reports sent by groups receiving grants (of all sorts), UEY and EDI reports and other data as it becomes available. 

As the chairperson for the Grants Committee I had the honour of working with a dedicated group of people who gave unstintingly of their time and energy. I would like to thank the committee members, Judy Baker, Rosemarie Gjerek, Ellen Kelley, Judy Barg, and I would also like to thank Ingrid Peters Derry and Genny Funk-Unrau, our coordinators, who kept the committee on the straight and narrow and really make up the most visible, active part of this committee.










Respectfully submitted,









Hubert Fenton-Smedts










Chairperson










Research Committee
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Healthy Lifestyles Committee Report
2004 - 2005
Wiggle Giggle and Munch (WGM) was created to fill a gap in programming that existed in the Downtown for 1 to 4 year olds and their parents and to encourage physical activity and healthy eating as a means to address the risks of chronic disease.   The Program was piloted over 8 weeks (April to June, 2004) at two sites (John M King School and Isaac Brock Community Club) in the inner city.  The elements that make up WGM are:   

*2 hour program once a week                *Parent and child participate together

*Drop In     *No Cost to participant   *Childcare provided     *1/2 hour healthy snack break 

*40 to 50 minutes of Physical Activity (active games, action songs, dancing, skill development)

*Activities that can be carried out at home and in the neighbourhood and that require little or inexpensive equipment or items that can be found around the home.   

*One new age-appropriate skill a week complete with information about the need for the ongoing opportunities to practice that skill. 

*Information/messages on the physical activity and healthy eating needs of children 

In the fall of 2004 WGM was conducted for ten weeks at four sites from September to November: Freight House, Isaac Brock C.C., John M. King School, Robert A Steen C.C.  From January to March, 2005 an 8 week session was delivered at Freight House, Crossways, Greenway School and John M King.  Our final season of 8 weeks was completed the week of June 6 at the same four locations.  

Staff dedicated a great deal of time and energy doing outreach.  They came up with very creative ways of reaching people with information on the availability of this program. Feedback from the participants is positive.  They like the program and the staff.  The program is reaching the target audience.  Next year the program will be conducted at Magnus Eliason Recreation Centre on Tuesday mornings and Thursday afternoons, from September to June.     

Respectfully Submitted by,
Ellen Kelley 

Chair 

Healthy Lifestyles Project Committee
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Grants Committee Report
2004 - 2005
The Grant Committee, in its second year, continued to disburse funds of up to $1,000.00 to agencies for toys, books, videos, food, fundraising supplies, electronics, etc. In total the Committee distributed $24,340.00 to a variety of agencies. A detailed account of how and where these funds were disbursed is available in the Activities and Status Report. 

The Grant Committee continued to refine the application process, making changes to the forms and refining our definition of eligibility. The Grant Committee also worked with the Literacy Committee and the general membership in drafting policies around grant applications to the Coalition.

Overall the Committee has been successful in its two goals of: a) distributing funds to organizations in the Downtown area which require funding and meet the eligibility criteria and; b) continuing to learn about the community through reports and feedback and helping the community to learn about the Coalition by making these grants available.

The success of this past year's grants has led the Coalition to approve a further $15,000.00 in small grants for 2005 - 2006. The committee continues to work at developing the process, making it simpler while making the best use of limited funds.

The committee looks forward to continuing the process of grant disbursement and reporting follow-up this fiscal year. All of us on the committee are committed to improving the process, both in terms of response to the community's needs and simplification for the coalition.

As the chairperson for the Grants Committee I had the honour of working with a dedicated group of people who gave unstintingly of their time and energy. I would like to thank the committee members, Carole Clarke, Frank Liebzeit, Judy Barg, and Sheelagh Smith for putting up with all the meetings (both early and late and not as many as last year!), all the endless debates and when push came to shove make decisions which we all could live with. I would also like to thank Ingrid Peters Derry and Genny Funk-Unrau, our coordinators, who kept the committee on the straight and narrow and did all the grunge work of taking minutes, preparing materials, etc. They stoically put up with all the debates and changes we made in forms, criteria, letters, etc. It's been a rewarding year, with a lot accomplished and I look forward to the next year.










Respectfully submitted,









Hubert Fenton-Smedts










Chairperson










Grant Committee
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Public Forum Committee Report

2004 - 2005

The Public Forums committee began meeting in October of 2004.  Several priorities were established:
· Develop a logo and produce a poster and brochure. 
· Work with the Literacy Committee and Bookmates to offer a Learning FUNdamentals workshop for Coalition members.  

· Develop an orientation package for new board members.  

· Establish a quarterly public forum meeting open to Coalition members, community and other service providers to provide an educational/development opportunity for Coalition participants.  
With the help of committee members Rosemarie Gjerek, Frank Liebzeit, Elizabeth Denny, Carol Tolchinsky, and Shereen Denetto some of this work was accomplished and some is still to be completed.  We developed a new name for the Coalition - Communities 4 Families - and have contracted a graphic artist to develop a logo for our Coalition, reflecting our priorities and what we do.  In March we hosted a Bookmates training event, something we hope to do again as the need for literacy training becomes apparent in our communities.  We have also begun work on an orientation package for new members, something which should be available soon.  Establishing open public forums meetings continues to be a goal for the coming year.

.

Respectfully submitted,










Rosemarie Gjerek










Chairperson









Public Forums Committee
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Literacy Committee Report

2004 – 2005

The Literacy Project Committee was established in September, 2004 and met on a monthly basis throughout the year. The members of the committee included Tracy Busby, Carole Clarke, Elizabeth Denny, Cathy Campbell, Leslie Nutbean, Maria Isabel Toro-Vital and Sherry Funk. The initial work of the committee, with the assistance of Ingrid Peters Derry, was to survey the downtown community to find out more about the existing English as Second Language programs and the adult and family literacy programs. Various organizations which provide training and funding were also contacted.  Information from the Census and the EDI reports were also considered by the Committee.  Rita Emerson from the Indian Métis Friendship Centre (IMFC) made a presentation to the Committee in December to inform us about the family literacy projects they had initiated. Through our contact with Bookmates we discovered that family literacy training was available at no charge to coalitions.  After consulting with the Committee, Ingrid organized with Bookmates the delivery of the 2 day Family Learning FUNdamentals on March 3& 4, 2005.

 

At the Coalition meeting in January the Literacy Committee submitted a proposal to make grants available to community groups to start or expand family literacy programs.  The committee also requested that the $5,000 set aside in the current year's budget be used to support the Birthday Books project in partnership with the IMFC.  This funding was approved by the coalition as well as a budget of $65,000 for literacy initiatives in the next year.   The criteria for funding and the application form were developed by the Committee for distribution in the community by early April.  The deadline for applications was May 31, 2005. The Committee will be meeting early in June to review the applications. 

 

I want to thank all the members of the Literacy Committee for generously contributing their time and efforts to support this work. Also a special recognition of the staff person Ingrid Peters Derry, who organized the meetings, hosted them and persevered with us to make sure the work was completed.
 

Respectfully Submitted,
Judy Baker 

Chair Literacy Committee
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Grant Recipients

2004-2005
Breastfeeding Buddies

Children’s House Montessori School

Cornish Child Care Centre

Day Nursery Centre

Dufferin School Parent/Community Advisory Council

The Family Centre

Freight House Day Nursery

Immigrant & Refugee Community Organization of Manitoba, Inc.
Inner City Aboriginal Neighbours

Citizenship Council of Manitoba Inc. – International Centre

Isaac Brock Community Centre

Isaac Brock School Parent-Child Resource Centre

Kid Gloves Day Care Inc.

Knox Day Nursery, Inc.
Orioles Community Adult Learning Centre

Orioles Community Centre

Pinkham School

Pregnancy & Family Support Services, Inc.
St. Edward’s School

St. Matthew’s-Maryland Community Ministry

Scouts Canada

Sister MacNamara  Preschool & Infant Day Care

Sister MacNamara School Parent Room

Communication Centre for  Children / Society for Manitobans with Disabilities

Taking Charge! Inc. – Taking Care!

Victor Play Centre Inc.

Wild Honey Children’s Centre, Inc.

Wolseley Family Place

YMCA – YWCA Creative Play


STAFF REPORT

2004 – 2005
Genny Funk-Unrau and Ingrid Peters Derry were hired by the Downtown Parent-Child Coalition in November, 2003.  Since then, their time has been spent in doing much of the administrative work of the Coalition as a whole and for the committees working within the Coalition.  Some of their tasks this year have been:

· Updating the data base with additional information about community groups 
· Working with the Grants committee to help process grant applications 

· Helping with the work of the Healthy Lifestyles Committee in continuing the Wiggle, Giggle, &  Munch program, providing staff and administrative support
· With both the Literacy and the Public Forums Committee sponsoring a Bookmates training 
· Working with the Public Forums Committee to develop a new name and logo

· Working with the Literacy Committee to put together a Grant Application to help distribute money to Family Literacy projects in the downtown.
· Further development of the web-site
· Photographing Wiggle, Giggle, & Munch and developing PowerPoint presentations to use for various groups
· Coordinating several meetings with other Coalition staff
· Representing the coalition at the Council of Coalitions, Understanding the Early Years and Neighbourhood Resource Network meetings
Respectfully submitted,

Genny Funk-Unrau

Ingrid Peters Derry

Coordinators
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