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KidBridge

KidBridge is a weekly English language
drop-in program for mothers and young
children new to Canada-- and their
neighbours!

Especially when English is not your
first language, reading English
children’s books is a great way to
improve your own language skills,
while encouraging literacy and
bonding with your child at the same
time.
It’s never to early to start reading
with your child. Long before your
child will even be able to recognize a
letter on the page, he or she can
develop positive attitudes towards
reading just from the closeness
experienced with parents while
“reading” books together.

With the support of C4F, KidBridge began
a literacy initiative known as “Book
Bridge”.

If you would like to borrow some
BookBridge books to read with your
child, mothers are encouraged to drop
by KidBridge Wednesdays from
9:30-11:30am at 400 Hargrave
(Rm. 130, Calvary Temple).

BookBridge not only includes reading to
young children in an interactive circle
time, but also encourages mothers to
read with children themselves by allowing
mothers to take books home and return
them at their convenience.

KidBridge also offers refreshments &
English conversation for moms, and a
bouncy castle
and other fun
toys for
children.

For more information, visit: www.KidBridge.ca or view
current KidBridge events at www.facebook.com/
kidbridge.winnipeg.
Lorelle Perry
Director, KidBridge
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Reading Books—Time to Talk Together
Reading or telling a story with
your child is one of the most
important things you can do to
build beginning literacy skills.
Storybook reading can be a
time to read a book together,
and a time to talk together.
Try some of these ideas the
next time you share a book or
tell a story with your child.
Remember, you don’t have to
read every word on the page,
or even look at all the pages.

 Stop and comment about a

picture or a word that interests
your child. For example, in the
book “Polar Bear, Polar Bear,
What do You Hear?” you can
comment on your child’s
favourite zoo animal like a zebra,
or a lion.
 Spend more time on a page that

your child really likes. For
example, in the book “The
Mitten”, you might want to talk
about the owl and wonder how he
can fit inside the mitten.

Learning Numbers with Children

 Read the same book many

times. Your child will enjoy
hearing the story and talking
about it again and again.
Try reading books with numbers.
e.g. “One Duck Stuck”, ” The
Very Hungry Caterpillar”. This
helps your child to learn
beginning number concepts.
Remember, it’s never too early
to start reading, talking and
singing to your child.
Janet Simpson
Speech-Language Pathologist
Access Downtown
January 2016

Dice Game: You need dice and a matching sheet (see below).
Roll the dice and say the number that is facing up. For younger children, encourage your child to count
and then with more practice, guess how many dots are on the dice. Use a piece of paper or small toy to
cover up that number on the matching sheet. Continue until all six numbers have been covered.
Start again and this time count how many times your child needs to roll the dice to cover all six numbers.
As your child becomes familiar with the number words, remove the picture of the dice below and have
them cover up the number word they roll.
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Your child can pick up early
math skills by playing games
that include counting, such as
skipping, jumping sidewalk
cracks and hopscotch.
- ABC Literacy Canada
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Visit our website at
www.communities4families.ca
Featuring links to the City of Winnipeg’s NOW
Winnipeg site.
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Downtown Parents
“Supported by Healthy Child Manitoba – Putting children and families first”
Since 2002, Communities 4 Families (C4F) has been 1 of 26 parent-child centred coalitions across
Manitoba providing resources for Healthy Families and Healthy Communities.

Family Literacy at the Library
Saturday, January 23
1:30-2:30 pm
NFB children’s film club

Tuesday, February 23
5:30-7:30 pm
Family Literacy Fun Day

Join us for some entertaining NFB
children’s films. For families.
Drop in.

Travel between activity
stations that promote the
playful use of reading, writing
and language skills. Fun for the
whole family!

WEST END LIBRARY
999 Sargent

WEST END LIBRARY
Saturday, February 6
Take your Child to the
Library Day
Join the celebration with these
Winnipeg Folk Festival family
music concerts: 2:00 p.m.
CORNISH LIBRARY
200 Westgate
Lulu and the Tomcat

New for 2016!
Family Story Time at the
library is drop in!
Stories, rhymes and activities
geared primarily for children
3-5 years but everyone can join
in the fun! For the whole
family. Space is limited.
CORNISH LIBRARY
Fridays: 10:30 am

MILLENNIUM LIBRARY
251 Donald
Jake Chenier
WEST END LIBRARY
999 Sargent
Seanster and the Monsters
Activities best enjoyed by
children ages 3-7.

Book-Worm Workout
Story time doesn’t have to be
just a bedtime ritual. Pick a
book that has a word that’s
often repeated. For example,
choose the word “hat” if
you’re reading The Cat in the
Hat. Every time the word
comes up in the story, get
your kid to do a jumping jack.
From Today’s Parent

MILLENNIUM LIBRARY
Tuesdays: 10:30 am
Saturdays: 11 am
WEST END LIBRARY
Fridays: 10:30 am

Time for Twos
Explore the world of picture
books, rhymes, finger plays and
felt stories. Ages 24-36 months
and caregiver, 20-30 minutes.
Register starting Dec.
MILLENNIUM LIBRARY
Wednesdays: 10:30 am
Call to register at
204.986.6488
Baby Rhyme Time
Discover the joy of songs, finger
plays, simple books and bouncing
rhymes. Please bring a small
blanket to place on the floor for
your baby. Ages newborn to 24
months and caregiver, 20-30
minutes.
MILLENNIUM LIBRARY
Fridays: 10:30 am
Fridays: 1:30 pm
Call to register at 204.986.6488

Consider running or
participating in
1, 2, 3, Count with Me!
Bookmates’ Early
Numeracy Workshop
Participants in the workshop review
early numeracy concepts and learn
how to integrate numeracy into
existing programs.
Workshop includes:
 What is early numeracy?
 Basic Numeracy Skills
 Research on the importance of

early numeracy
 Numeracy games, activities and

more!
Phone: 204.582.1804
Email: bookmate@mts.net
Website: www.bookmates.ca
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Located in Downtown Winnipeg, our boundaries include many different communities.

The programs noted here are not necessarily endorsed by Communities 4 Families.

Are you looking for some free fun with your kids?
Family Literacy Day
Join us for a...

Family Literacy Celebration
Fun activities based on
children’s books about winter

Book Giveaways
Food
Games

Fun and
FREE!

Draws
For more information:
E-mail: info@communities4families.ca
Web-site: www.communities4families.ca

When: Wednesday, January 27th
From: 5:00—7:00 pm
(Get there early so you don’t miss the fun!)

Where: West End Library &
The Cindy Klassen Recreation Center
Address:

999 Sargent Ave.

